
 Sons of the Beach responds to the 

multiple reports/compromises/  

proposals by the multiple committees, 

sub committees, round tables and 

others (referred to as committees): 

 

 

 

Sons of the Beach (SOB) is an organization that was established in 1984. 

Throughout the 35+ years of its existence SOB has been actively engaged in beach 

issues and has been representative of those in Volusia County that support traditional 

access to our Atlantic Ocean Beach.  The committees were primarily made up of 

individuals who have either publicly stated their opposition to beach driving or are direct, 

or indirect, representatives of the developers who are requesting a private beach.  SOB 

was not asked, nor any other pro tradition beach usage group, was asked to provide 

any input into the determinations arrived at by the committees,  In fact, SOBs believe 

that the absence of any true beach driving advocates on any of the committees cast a 

light of bias on the conclusions arrived at by the committees.  SOB believes in many 

instances the committees misrepresented data or simply ignored data that did not 

support what seems to have been a preordained conclusion.   

 

SOBs believes that traditional beach access and traditional usage of our Atlantic 

Ocean Beach is under no assault by red sand or rising sea levels.  SOB believes the 

traditional usage of our Atlantic Ocean Beach is under attack by those who seek to 

privatize the beach for their own financial gain and by those who have become useful 

pawns in those attempts at the expense of the Volusia County residents. SOB believe 

that the committees have engaged in scurrilous attempts to fabric safety issues and 

have attempted to create the illusion of an utopian economic impact by removing the 

cars from the beach.  SOB believes there is more than ample evidence to support 

SOBs, and other pro traditional beach usage advocates, position that beach driving 

enhances the economic health of the areas where it is still in existence,  SOB believes 

that a simple comparison between the Main Street area in Daytona Beach and the 

Flagler Avenue area in New Smyrna Beach demonstrates more than adequately the 

differences in the effects of a semi privatization and traditional usage of our Atlantic 

Ocean Beach, Exhibit one of intentional distortion of facts via omission,  by the 

committees 



 

 

 

 

Beach Conditions 

Sea Level/Red Sand/Environment  



          NOAA who charts and estimates sea level increases as a profession does not agree with Mr. 

Evans from Stetson University. NOAA's estimates are substantially less or .76 inches every year 

not 1.3 inches annually.  Sea level is only one of the variables that determine the width of our 

beach. Slope of the sand on our beach is a primary factor in the determination of its width.  The 

higher the sand at the dune line the steeper the angle which intersects the horizontal line of sea 

level and the wider our beach.  Wave action striking the bottom of the seawalls causes erosion 

and contributes to the narrowing of our beach.  Ironically, those people using the narrowing as a 

reason to privatize the beach are the very people who are contributing to its narrowing. 

• Regarding beach restoration and environmental concerns the beach in the current no 

drive areas in the core area is certainly not been restored to natural beach habitat. 

• Regarding the supposed narrowing of the beach.  If the beach is getting narrower, a 
point SOB believes is cyclical in nature, why would the county move the turtle poles 
seaward 10 feet? 

• Red Sand has been impacting beach driving for over a century. In 1908 a motorsports 

writer wrote "the conditions on the beach are most disappointing. Between Ormond and 

Daytona there are so many soft spot of red sand that it is probable that none of the races 

will be run except perhaps the stock car races.” 

• In 1937 the Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce wrote the War Department a 

concerned letter asking for a study of why all this red sand was washing up 

 

These concerns are not valid and may not be valid for 100 years. Their comments and reasoning 

are unjustified. Mr. Kelly's personal observations of red sand are baseless. Political interests 

closed the beach north of Granada but SOB will concede it should have been four wheel drive 

vehicles only 

 

 

Property Values 

 

Volusia County has a property appraiser department and staff.  Obviously their opinion was 

unwanted or did not produce the answers the committee wanted to hear. 

The committee implying 80% of their clients want a non-driving beach is self generated number 

based on what? The information is from 1 real estate company and does not have substance 



according to Mayor Jennings. Back-up information including raw numbers was conveniently not 

available. 

• Four major hotels in Daytona Beach and Daytona Beach Shores have had car free 

beaches for decades. Even after decades of a car free beach, their values have not 

increased as the report projects they would. 

• Ponce Inlet is a strictly residential community. They do not allow Hotels or Super 

Markets. One community was recently sued and lost in court for blocking the 

construction of a commercial marina/boat storage facility. The dollar amount of the 

award was approximately 100 million dollars. They have higher values because there is 

no blight, no hotels and Ponce Inlet also has excellent code enforcement. 

• All property in Wilbur by the Sea and Ponce Inlet is valued higher than their equivalent 

counterpart in Ormond, Daytona, New Smyrna, etc. To say that only beach front is higher 

is a distortion of the facts 

• If beach access is to be framed around Ponce Inlet, factors conveniently left out of  the 

committees report is that Ponce Inlet is the least visited, least protected (lifeguards, 

parking spots and quality of parking lots) and least developed for off beach parking 

 

If it is the intent of this committee and the Volusia county council to build a California style 

beach town, this maybe a good start. All one has to do is visit the beaches in Ponce and Wilbur to 

observe the scarcity of visitors. Neither the county nor the cities have promoted the area. The 

county has not built new parking lot in decades other than to accommodate a very small number 

of cars. 

 

 

Ad Valorem Tax 

 

Volusia County has a property appraiser department and staff.  Obviously, their opinion was 

unwanted or did not produce the answers the committee wanted to hear. 

 

• Again there is not substance to the position that a car free beach increases development 

and a resulting increase in property values. That is a myth, if not worse. If it were true, 

why is the car free beach in Ponce Inlet and Wilbur by the Sea practically unused by 

visitors? Why aren't there hotels, gift shops, and additional parking lots for visitors the 

committee would have us believe should be flocking to the miles of car free beaches. 

• The cost to provide parking lots, improve and maintain the parking lots, crosswalks/ 

bridges, is only part of the financial equation.  One must include increased traffic and 

widening of A1A, infrastructure such as sewers, power, phone, sidewalks being 

expanded, and environmental impacts. The costs are staggering. Is it justified? 



 

The statement about a higher property values and a car free beach is completely erroneous, 

misleading, and meant to mislead the public into thinking that banning vehicles from the beach 

will produce a financial tax windfall. That is far from the truth. The county's attempt in the mid 

80's was the Ocean Center and Ocean Walk and parking garage. It was to produce economic 

development, eliminate blight in the Main Street area. Instead it produced multiple hotel 

bankruptcies, blight, and a crime area rated one of the highest in the county. The once 

fashionable Seabreeze avenue has produce strip clubs, low end eateries, bars and other less than 

a desirable environment. There are a few eateries and other establishment that indeed offer hope 

to the area. Main Street is a success waiting to happen but the Cities and County ignore its 

potential and seem happy with only special events to generate revenue. 

 

 

     Conclusion 

The committee’s action plan is not a plan. It is an unsubstantiated idea that is based on 

hypothetical and inaccurate data. It should be treated as such and not used as the base line to 

eliminate beach driving. Sons of the Beach finds it inexplicable as to why the governmental and 

quasi governmental committees have arrived at conclusions that are neither supported by the 

facts or history. Sons of the Beach believes that traditional access to the beach via automobile is 

beneficial both economically and to the quality of life for the residents of Volusia County.  There 

is ample data supporting this position.   Sons of the Beach believes that beach driving and 

parking is to be left alone and not be held hostage to developers fantasies.  

 

 


